


of duty to continue in this role;
therefore, the Blue Tooth Tour
was born.

An undertaking like this could-
n't possibly happen with a small
group like P.S. I Love You. Louis
Foppiano, Christine Wells, and 1
began this group in 2003 after
Louis Foppiano’s First Annual
Petite Sirah Noble Symposium.
The question arose, “If there was
a group, would you join?”

Now, only three years old, this group
has never been about bank rolling its
resources. With a relatively small, pas-
sionate membership, dues are immedi-
ately turned into more press releases
about Petite.

So, how did this tour get off the
ground? With what can only be called
extreme generosity, Concannon Vine-
yvard gave P.S. I Love You an overwhelm-
ing budget and Concannon said, “Just
make it happen. Let’s take the message
everywhere we possibly can.” Blue
Tooth Tour 2004 visited 13 cities that
year, all by driving from one town to the
next in a motor home; from San Fran-
cisco to Houston, then from Boston to
Miami. Occasionally fluffing Jim's pil-
lows was an act of honor, not an act of
kindness, as we dragged Jim and Helen
Concannon all over the United States.

On Track with Petite Sirah

This year, the Blue Tooth Tour hit
the road again, but not any old road.
This year it was the railroad that held
the hopes and dreams of many Petite
Sirah producers. The most committed
and passionate among the PSILY mem-
bership boarded what was to become
the most unusual way to spread a mes-
sage, which was akin to “The Little En-
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gine That Could.”

The West Coast run was fraught with
winter’s most brutal weather conditions.
But, mud slides and flooding couldn’t
stop this merry band of vintners: Jim
and Helen Concannon, Adam Richard-
son (winemaker for Concannon), Louis
Foppiano (Foppiano Vineyards), Bob
Swain (winemaker for Parducci Wine
Cellars and the Mendocino Wine
Group), Dan Teldeschi (F. Teldeschi
Winery), and Miro Tcholakov (wine-
maker for Trentadue
and proprietor of
Miro Cellars).

When we got to
Los Angeles, we
were joined by
Bogle, Davis Bruce,
EOS, Guenoc, Judds
Hill, Lolonis, Marr
Cellars, Mettler, Pe-
droncelli, Rosen-
blum, Robert Biale,
Silkwood, Vina Robles, and Wilson Vine-
yards. Because we were in L.A., it would
only make sense that we'd be on a train
that’s doubled as a movie set more than
once. Our guests were given the sense
that we had stepped back in time, and
they were all players. It was surreal, to
say the least, and it was perfect for Pe-
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tite Sirah. If Petite were a movie star, he
would be John Wayne in his best rootin’
tootin,” no nonsense cowhboy role. Or,
she would be Katherine Hepburn play-
ing against Spencer Tracy in her comfy
britches, all independent and head-
strong, while all the other pretty women
were softly bedecked in their lovely
dresses with layers upon layers of
petty coats.

Taking Petite Sirah on the
(rail) road allowed for escapades
that allowed all of us to see things
through Louis Foppiano’s eyes. In
2003, Louis had advocated for a
train experience the very first
time a road trip was discussed, as
it’s his favorite way to travel. Lit-
tle did we know, however, how in
“grand style” we could do it. To
haul us around, we hired Patrick
Henry's private Creative Charters
cars. We lived in opulent style,
getting to do things one dreams
of; like sitting on the back deck waving
to people who stood by railroad cross-
ings, as we zipped through their rural
towns. We got to see landmarks (be-
sides all the Union Stations), like the fa-
mous St. Louis Arch as we left town and
headed north to Chicago. Never in my
wildest dreams did I ever think that I'd
have the opportunity to say, (as I de-
trained in Fort Worth) “Meet me in St.
Louis, Louis,” and mean it!

Be on the lookout, we’ll be pulling

into a town near you, and there’s no
telling how it will happen in the future.
But, you can bet on one thing for cer-
tain. It will continue to have all the ele-
ments of the unusual... And you're in-
vited. You only need to let us know that
you're one of us. info@psiloveyou.org is
your ticket to participate in our world!



