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President: John Monnich
Vice President: Jeff Cohn
Secretary: Louis Foppiano
Treasurer: Christine Wells
Director: Jim Concannon
Director: Jo Diaz
Director: Larry Mettler
Director: Fred Vaske
Director: Ken Wilson

Dr. Carole Meredith
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Organizational Members
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Rosenblum Cellars
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Shannon Ridge

Silkwood Wines
Trentadue Winery

Vina Robles

Vincent Arroyo Winery
Wilson Farms

Associate Members

Lodi-Woodbrigde Winegrape
Commission

Rhone Rangers

Suisun Valley Grape Growers
Association

Wine Market Council

Committee
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Petite Sirah Glass
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Board of Directors 2005
President: John Monnich

Vice President: Jeff Cohn
Secretary: Louis Foppiano
Treasurer: Christine Wells
Director: Jim Concannon
Director: Jo Diaz

Director: Larry Mettler
Director: Fred Vaske

Director: Ken Wilson

Dr. Carole Meredith (Honorary Charter)

Organizational

Bogle Vineyard & Winery
Concannon Vineyard

Heringer Holland Land & Farming
Robert Biale Vineyards

Individual
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Barra Family Vineyards
Bella Vista Farming Co.
Clayton Vinyards
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David Bruce Winery
Diablo Vista Vineyards
Ehrhardt Estates

EOS Estate Winery
Field Stone Winery
Foppiano Vineyards
Frey Vineyards, Ltd.

F. Teldeschi Winery
Girard Winery

Guenoc Winery

Lava Cap Winery
Lolonis Winery

Marr Cellars

Masset Winery
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Mettler Family Vineyards
Mohr-Fry Ranches
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Pacific Star

Parducci Wine Estates
Pedroncelli Winery

R.A. Ripken Grape Nursery
Rosenblum Cellars
Sereno Vista Vineyards
Shannon Ridge
Silkwood Wines
Trentadue Winery

Vina Robles

Vincent Arroyo Winery
Wilson Farms

Associate Organizations
Lodi-Woodbridge Wine Grape Comission
Rhone Rangers

Suisun Valley Grape Growers Association
Wine Market Council

Committees
Heritage Clone Vineyard (Chair: Patty Bogle)
Petite Glass Development (Chair: Paul Dolan)
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Contact

P.O. Box 1505
Windsor, CA 95492

phone
707.620.0788

fax
707.838.9159

e-mail
info@psiloveyou.org

web
www.psiloveyou.org

Mission Statement:

To promote, educate, and
legitimize Petite Sirah as a

noble varietal, with a
special emphasis on its
terroir unigueness.

A

Petite Sirah

Advocacy Organization
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Petite Sirah Time Line

1880 — Dr. Francois Durif, a grape nurseryman
working in southern France, released a new vari-
ety that he named “Durif.” It grew from a seed
extracted from the old French variety Peloursin.
Durif didn’t know the pollen source at the time,
but we now know that it was Syrah. The combina-
tion of Peloursin and Syrah resulted in fruit with
saturated color and very dense fruit clusters.

1884 — Durif was introduced to California. Some
growers called it Petite Sirah, which was a name
commonly used for Durif in some parts of France.

1890s — Phylloxera destroyed virtually all the true
Syrah vines in California, Petite Sirah survived.

1900 — Petite Sirah became a popular variety in
California. (The name Petite Sirah was used for
several varieties in California at that time, but most
of it was probably Durif.)

1920s — During Prohibition, Petite Sirah was
shipped from California to home winemakers in
the eastern United States.

1930s — Approximately 7,500 acres of Petite Sirah
in California.

1960 — Approximately 4,500 acres of Petite Sirah
in California. Napa Valley was planted to Petite
Sirah by 60 percent.

1964 — Concannon Vineyard was the first to re-
lease Petite Sirah as a varietal, a 1961 Vintage.

1970s — French ampelographers Paul Truel and
Pierre Galet examined Petite Sirah vines growing
at UC Davis, and identified them as Durif. Profes-
sor Harold Olmo at UC Davis continued to believe
that Petite Sirah in California was a mixture of at
least three distinct varieties.

1976 — California Petite Sirah acreage peaked at
approximately 14,000.

1980 — California PS acreage dropped to 11,061.
1990 — California PS acreage: 3,023.

1995 — California PS acreage: 2,400.

1996 — At the University of California at Davis,
Dr. Carole Meredith and her colleagues de-
termine by DNA comparisons that:

~ Almost all (more than 90%) of the vines
in Petite Sirah vineyards are Durif and
the rest are Peloursin (mother of Durif)

~ Durif is the offspring of cross-pollination
between Peloursin and Syrah, receiv-
ing half of its genes from each of those
two varieties

Peloursin is a very old French variety from
the Isere region of France (east side of the
Rhéne River). Syrah is the ancient noble va-
riety from which the great Northern Rhéne
wines of Cbote Rotie and Hermitage are made;
therefore, California’s Petite Sirah is from
noble lineage.

2000 — California Petite Sirah acreage has
grown to 3,916 acres.

2001 — California Petite Sirah acreage grows
to 4,414 acres.

2002 — There are now 4,741 acres. BATF pro-
posed that Durif be approved as a synonym
for Petite Sirah. Foppiano Vineyards launches
1st Annual Noble Petite Sirah Symposium,
which continues as an annually to this day.

2003 — California Petite Sirah acreage has
grown to 5,166 acres.

2004 — Concannon Vineyards sponsors the
First Annual Blue Tooth Tour. German glass
company Eisch Glaskultur begins the process
of developing a Petite Sirah glass, specific to
the varietal. German glass company Eisch
Glaskultur begins the process of developing
a Petite Sirah glass, specific to the varietal
with a proprietary glass heart blown into the
foot of the glass. Petite Sirah Heritage Clone
Vineyard is begun, and chaired by Patty Bogle.

2005 — Concannon Vineyards continues to
sponsors the Blue Tooth Tour. PS | Love You,
Inc. branches out, creating an advocate mem-
bership for the trade and consumers, during
the 2005 Blue Tooth Tour.

What Does
Dr. Carole Meredith Have to
Say About Petite Sirah?

Taken from a

taped transcript:
72002 Petite Sirah
Symposium at
Foppiano Vineyards”

BATF is considering whether or not to allow the
name Durif to be used as a synonym for Petite
Sirah. | think that there’s a fair bit of confusion
on this subject, so it might be useful if I simply
review what Petite Sirah is.

To my mind, Petite Sirah is Durif. There is no doubt
about this. Some Petite Sirah vineyards, espe-
cially old ones, often contain a few vines of other
varieties, but when we analyzed the DNA of vines
that look like Petite Sirah, more than 90% of them
are Durif. The few that are not turn out to be
Peloursin, which is the mother of Durif and looks
a lot like it.

Now what about the relationship between Petite
Sirah and Syrah? What we now know is that Pe-
tite Sirah is the offspring of Syrah. Every grape
variety has two parents. In the case of Petite
Sirah, those two parents are Syrah and Peloursin.
That means that half of the genetic makeup of
Petite Sirah came directly from Syrah. Syrah is
the father of Petite Sirah in the true genetic sense.

PS I Love You, Inc.
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Is Our All-American Legend

Imagine, if you will, being plucked from your homeland
shortly after being born. (Some would argue that you were

ostracized.) You're brought to the Atlantic, where you board a

steamship headed for America. You land in New York, are put

onto the next train headed to California, and you never look back... Durif... About to morph into Petite Sirah, the

All-American varietal...

According to wine industry historian Charles Sullivan, Charles Mclver of Linda Vista Vineyards (Mission
San Jose) imported Durif to the U.S. in 1884, and coined it “Petite Sirah.” Affection? Size of the grape? Couldn’t
pronounce “Durif?” Just didn't want the father’s name to be dropped forever because it would make it harder to

tell the story? Who knows... That's lost forever, and continues the mystery of our legend.

What Mclver is responsible for is that he brought the “Wild West” its greatest “Wild Child.” And, like so
many others that have made the arduous, culture-shock journey, this is where it ultimately has flourished. Petite
Sirah has been fully allowed to express all of its capabilities; not encumbered by what being of mixed lineage
would have imposed upon its nature in France. Labeled in France as a misfit, Petite Sirah has solidly proven itself

to be “The stuff that men are made of:” Durable, strength of intensity, and the ability to weather any challenge.

Although its grapes are petite, don’'t be fooled. This burly, manly wine has been able to completely express
its concentration of color, flavors, textures, and tannins in ways that could only be imagined in its own homeland...

The American Legend... Petite Sirah.

It takes true grit to get it, this Petite Sirah. It's not for fainting ladies. It's not for the White Zinfandel

crowd. It's for the cowboy or cowgirl in all of us. Fasten up your spurs, Partnah; we're headed for a ride!
Did you know...
. Petite Sirah survived phylloxera.
. During Prohibition, it was Petite Sirah that was the wine being used as sacramental.
. It was the wine that home winemakers were being allowed to make and drink.
. It was the dried grapes that were being shipped back east as raisins (for reconstituting).

e And, it was the grape that Napa Valley was planted to by 60 percent in the 1960s.

Petite Sirah, Our All-American Legend!

www.psiloveyou.org
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Story Lines

The latest DNA findings by Dr. Carole Meredith of UC Davis.
Syrah + Peloursin = Petite Sirah
Durif and Petite Sirah are synonyms

Napa Valley was primarily planted to Petite Sirah in the 1960s,
according to Charles Sullivan, our wine industry historian

Today, Robert Biale is willing to pay Cabernet prices for Napa Valley
planted Petite

Petite Sirah took the California wine industry through prohibition as
the sacramental wine, according to Jim Concannon and Louis J.
Foppiano... both members of PS | Love You, and will discuss their
rememberances

There are currently 190+ producers of Petite Sirah (Foppiano
Vineyards continues compiling the list for their Petite Sirah Report)

In 2003, California had 5,100 planted acres of Petite in California
That number contiunes to grow, up by 3,428 acres since 1995,
according to California Agricultural Statistics Service

The www.psiloveyou.org Website is your best resource for Petite
Sirah information

A Petite Sirah glass will be released in early 2005 by Eisch Glaskultur
of Germany. A panel of PSILY winemakers went through a process of
design and selection with Eisch. Paul Dolan is the chair

A Petite Sirah Heritage Clone Vineyard has begun to evolve, with
Patty Bogle as the chair

Foppiano’s Fourth Annual Petite Sirah Noble Symposium will be held
on Tuesday, August 2, 2005 at Foppiano Vineyards

Concannon’s Blue Tooth Tour kicks off on February 11, 2005 in San
Francisco, and will then tour via train, Seattle to Los Angeles during
the week of February 21, and the Heartland in May 2005
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Petite Sirah Statistics and Facts
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Year Newly planted acres Total acres
dor 1938* 7,285
Board of Directors — 2005 *
President: John Monnich 1961 4’440
Vice President: Jeff Cohn 1968* 4,289
Secretary: Louis Foppiano 1974* 13.074
Treasurer: Christine Wells :
Director: Jim Concannon 1976* 14,215
Director: Jo Diaz 1980** 11.061
Director: Larry Mettler !
Director: Fred Vaske 1983* 71325
Director: Ken Wilson 1988* 3,495
*x
Dr. Carole Meredith 1990 3’023
First Charter Member 1993** 2,439
*x
Organizational Members 1994*** 2’351
Bogle Vineyard & Winery 1995 1,738
Concannon Vineyard 1996*** 212 1.950
Heringer Holland Land & Farming ’
Robert Biale Vineyards 1997*** 384 21334
dividual . 1998*** 445 2,779
Individual Members Kotk
Bacigalupi Vineyards 1999 638 3’417
Barra Family Vineyards 2000%*** 499 3,916
Bella Vista Farming Co. 2001*** 498 4.414
Cilurzo Vineyards & Winery ’
Clayton Vinyards 2002*** 327 4,741
Continental Vineyards 2003*** 425 5166
David Bruce Winery ’
Diablo Vista Vineyards
Ehrhardt Estates * California Agricultural Statistics Service, Sacramento, CA
EOS Estate Winery Kk : ) ; H :
Field Stone Winery Wine Specta_to_r s California Wine
Foppiano Vineyards *** USDA statistics
Frey Vineyards, Ltd.
F. Teldeschi Winery
Girard Winery
Guenoc Winery Countries producing™
JC Cellars .
Lava Cap Winery - Australia - 818 acres
Lolonis Winery - Brazil - 148 acres

Masset Winery

McDowell Valley Vineyards Canada’ Ontario - 55 acres

Mettler Family Vineyards . Israel - 116 acres
Mohr-Fry Ranches . Mexico - 516 acres
Oleta Vineyards

Pacific Star . US - 5,166+ acres

Parducci Wine Estates
Pedroncelli Winer . . .
Rancho Zabaco Y * Patrick Fegan, Chicago Wine School
R.A. Ripken Grape Nursery

Rosenblum Cellars

Sereno Vista Vineyards .

Shannon Ridge States producing:

Silkwood Wines

Trentadue Winery CA
Vina Robles . WA
Vincent Arroyo Winery . Wi

Wilson Farms

Associate Members

Lodi-Woodbrigde Winegrape
Commission

Rhone Rangers

Suisun Valley Grape Growers
Association

Wine Market Council

Committee
Heritage Clone Vineyard

Petite Sirah Glass
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~ Petite Sirah ~

As you know, Petite Sirah is a varietal that has been shrouded in mystery, since it came to the
United States in the late 1880s. Being transplanted to the United States as a mere child, its lineage
was immediately lost to what it was, and where it was planted.

Today, the miracle of DNA’s scientific evidence proves, beyond a shadow of a doubt, that Petite
Sirah’s father (Syrah) holds noble ancestry; and, Petite Sirah’s mother (Peloursin) is a rustic,
country native. (Both are from the Rhone Valley.) Together, with the help of Dr. Francois Durif, the
couple created an offspring, Petite Sirah... and that varietal, against all odds, was destined for
greatness.

Shortly after its birth, Petite Sirah arrived in the United States as an immigrant; the father Syrah is
known to have arrived about the same time as Petite. Then, in the 1890s, phylloxera devastated
Syrah, but Petite Sirah survived. “Pet” went on to survive World War I, Prohibition, the Great
Depression, and World War I1. According to wine industry historian Charles Sullivan, there’s no
evidence of Syrah returning to U.S. soil until the 1960s.

Meanwhile in France, because the offspring didn’t have two parents of noble lineage, it was not
considered noble. To this day, there are laws in France prohibiting the growing of Petite Sirah.

American is the land of accepting all that enter our country as opportunities for diversity. After all
that Petite Sirah has survived, it has earned the title of America’s own, true varietal. No other
varietal in America has this rich history of birth, relocating, and flourishing against all odds.

During Prohibition, it was Petite Sirah that was the wine being used as sacramental. It was the wine
that home winemakers were being allowed to make and consume. It was the dried grapes that were
being shipped back east as raisins for reconstituting. And, it was the grape that Napa Valley was
planted to by 60 percent in the 1960s.

With a past that’s rich in history, mystique, and surprises, this complicated varietal is simply
remarkable. The opposite page has bullet points that have been created by members of PS | Love
You. Collectively, we’ve reduced this once complicated story to delightfully easy talking points.

Notice that in Petite Sirah, there’s a P (Petite) and an S (Sirah).
The parents were also a P (Peloursin) and an S (Syrah).

Notice the ascending order of what it is... Clearly, what it isn’t... is Syrah.
This information should help to untangle the mystery, and leave us to simply enjoy this noble
American varietal. And who are “we?” The Few, The Proud, and The Passionate...members of PS

| Love You —

www.psiloveyou.org



PETITE SIRAH  Pairs Well With

Y Decadent chocolate
R Grilled Chuck Roast
A Butterflied Leg of Lamb
H Chicken Coq ala Petite Sirah

Bania Calda (Italian Fondue)

Grilled Portabella Mushrooms

Cheese (alone, appetizers, dishes)

Penne w/Sausage, Tomatoes & Olives
(Some recipes are provided on our Web site)

H
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What 1t IS What i1t ISN’T...

Petite Sirah Syrah

Rich, ripe fruit

Dark, inky, and chewy

Voluptuous, full-bodied

Nothing petite about this varietal

Son of Syrah (a direct descendent)

Transplanted from France as Durif

Looks and tastes even better in 10 years

Ages as gracefully as other full-bodied reds
America’s true, noble varietal (since the 1880°’s)
Survivor (Phylloxera, World Wars, Prohibition, Depression)
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