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The PaSt is Predlude
Whew. Dark and Delicious was flat-out AMAZING (even 
outweighing the backlog from spending 2 days out of 
the office). As I have more time, I’ll be more specific 
(including PoSting some abbreviated tasting notes and 
other imPreSsions from D&D and the other tastings that 
weekend, which included Vincent Arroyo’s 2007 Barrel 
SamPleS).

    * On top of the fantastic wine and delicious food, 
it was great to spend my time there with other wine.
wooters -- especially Cat, “Sparky”, and “Tenuki”. From 
meeting up beforehand and traveling over together, to 
walking around as a (very) loose group at D&D, our 
afterparty (with a very special 44-year old guest) back 
at the Oakland Holiday Inn, and the travels over the 
weekend, it was a blast. Good friends, both new and 
old, make experiencing wine exponentially better.

    * Special thanks to “Winedavid39” and his wife 
“winefarm”, the people behind wine.woot who make the 
community what it is, for attending D&D and the after 
party, and for supplying some samPleS of your own. 
You are, and always will be, my favorite dealers of the 
best gateway drug -- insane QPR wine of any variety.

    * I got to meet Jo Diaz and much of her family, and it 
was heartwarming to see other people so enthusiastic 
about PS. I’ll never be able to thank her enough for 
supporting my habit, taking so much time to deal with 
me and my PS-obsession online and in-PerSon at D&D, 
and all her efforts on behalf of PS and its chamPionS.

    * The wines at D&D were fabulous. I didn’t get to 
taste them all (only about 60%, I’d estimate, because 
I was busy chatting with the winemakers/sales reps), 
and that’s even when I specifically avoided wines that 
I’d tasted in the last month or 2 (e.g., the yummy 2005 
Mettler PS). I’ll post my abbreviated notes, along with 
what were, to me, some of the biggest surPriSes, during 
the next week or so.

    * The conversations were also great. I had a lovely, 
incredibly flattering, 20-min conversation with the first 
among PatriarchS himself, Jim Concannon. He was 
almost as excited that I have a blog devoted to PS 
as I was to be speaking with him! I also ran into Dick 
Keenan of Kick Ranch, which my friend Megan loves 
to call “Kick-ASS Ranch”, and had a nice chat with him, 
as well. The surprise there was that we have some 
unexpected mutual acquaintances in the legal field.

    * Then there was the after-party, with a wide array of 
high-end PS.

    * And of course, the winery visits. Those of interest to 
this blog are Vincent Arroyo for barrel samPleS, Corison 
(I’ll explain later... this story is too good!), David Fulton 
(another great story there), Field Stone, and Seghesio 
and Rosenblum in Healdsburg.


