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PETITE SIRAH - WINE OF THE WEEK
By Gretchen Roberts

Petite Sirah is a grape that belies its name--there’s absolutely 
nothing petite about it. The wine is big, bold, robust, deep-
colored, and tannic, not some mealy-mouthed little girl who sits 
pretty and still shops in the kids’ section. I won’t bore you with 
the complete history of Petite Sirah, which is long, convoluted, 
and requires an agricultural degree to get through, but instead 
will give you the one-sentence recap: The grape was probably 
originally from the Rhone in France, but is now mostly grown in 
California. Like Zinfandel, Petite Sirah has its own fan base: P.S. 
I love you. (Clever, eh?)

If you look in the California wine section, you’ll likely find one or 
two bottles of PS to try. If you’ve never tried them, you should. 
It’s an interesting grape. Sometimes PS is blended with other 
wines, like Zinfandel. These two grapes are a perfect pair, IMO, 
because the jammy Zin is bolstered up by the tannic PS, and 
together they make a great blend.


